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TH E great imſiortance of good and exfieditious ꝛvriting 
to a commercial nation i too obvious to require a com- 
ment, and the very great ſierfection to which this art 
has arrived in Great Britain, affords a convincing firoof 
that our country abounds with excellent teachers; fill 
there is not a doubt, that many Tho are anxious to ac- 
quire this eſſential qualification, have not from one Cir- 
cumſtance or another the of;frortunity of receiving the 
inſtructions of a maſter, and for want of a guide to at 
them in the arduous taſh, imbibe ſuch errors as hen once 
obtained can very rarely be obliterated : it is alſo well 
known that many who never ſuſiheſed it would be their 
lot to become writing maſters, have from adverſe cir- 
cumſtances or other cauſes, found it neceſſary to adofit this 
mode of gaining a livelihood; theſe teachers are no doubt 
equally anxious with theſe who have been regularly edu- 


cated for this emfiloyment, to inſtruct their fufils in the 


beſt manner they are able, but for want of this firevious 


training may find themſelves ſomewhat at a Iſs. 


Influenced by theſe motives, couſiled with an honeſt am- 


bition of extending his own fame, the Publiſher of the 
following 


RUDIMENTS OF PENMANSHIP, 


offers them to the Public; he truſts he Mall not be accuſed 
of rating his froduttion too highly when he ſays, that 
convinced of its utility he offers it with confidence; 
ſince after ſerving an aſiferentice/hifs under one of the firſt 
woriting-maſters of the age,* he has uniformly adofited 
this mode of teaching for upwards of twenty years with 


unvaried ſucceſs. 

Fe th 
Aſhford Academy, , 
KENT. 


— — — — 


* Mr. 8. Bxownz of Norwich. 
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HOLDING THE PEN. 


| HE Pupil to be ſeated at his deſk in a poſition 

nearly upright, the body not touching the deſk; 
the book placed evenly before him, but fo much 
to the right hand as to permit him to form the 
letters with their juſt ſlope, his elbow being near 
his ſide; the pen to be very lightly held between 
the thumb and two upper fingers, the nib inclining 
rather to the right, and about three fifths of an 
inch below the tip of the middle finger; the upper 
part of the thumb not to touch the fore finger, 
but a portion of the quill to be ſeen between 
them; the fingers ſtraight, the thumb bent fo far 
outwards as to have its tip nearly as high as the 
firſt joint of the fore finger, the pen to paſs the 
ſecond joint of the ſame, the feather pointing over 
the ſhoulder; the hand held in an upright hollow 
poſition, reſting only on the tips of the under 
fingers; the upper and under fingers ſo ſeparated 
as to permit the writer to form all his letters 
merely with the motion of the thumb and two 


upper fingers. 


GENERAL DIRECTIONS. 


—— 0 __—— 


| 


—ä—— —ꝓ 


FORMATION OF LETTER S. 


The method of forming the generality of the 
letters will be known by inſpection; but the Pupil 
muſt obſerve, that in forming plain ſtemmed letters, 
as 6, , I, &c. the nib of the pen muſt be firmly 
placed on the head of the letter, and opened to 
ſuch extent as the ſubſtance of the letter requires, 
and thus continued through the- ſtroke. 


In forming the o, the pen muſt be placed about 


one-fourth below the line on the right of the letter, 
carried upwards, turned to the left, and the letter 
ſo finiſhed as ts prevent its being ſeen where it 


was begun. 


In all ſuch letters as require o for part of their 
formation, care muſt be taken to complete the o 
as before directed, before forming the remainder of 


the letter. 


In forming the , and all letters of a fimilar 
kind, the pen to be taken off at the completion 
of ſuch ſtrokes as are not turned, placed on again 
at the bottom of thoſe ſtrokes, and to break gra- 
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GENERAL DIRECTIONS. 
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dually from them about the middle of the letter; 
but where the ſtroke is to be turned, either at 
the top or bottom, ½e en on no account to be 


taken off. 


The Pupil muſt be particularly careful to obſerve 
this laſt direction; breaking off the pen improperly, 
is a very common, but very fatal error, ſince the 
writer who does it incapacitates himſelf for a good 
and expeditious penman. 


DISTANCE AND PROPORTION. 


8 1 
The diſtance between any two full ſtrokes to 
equal the width of the u. 


II. 


Between a full ſtroke and fine one three-fourths 
of the u. 
III. 


Between circular or oval letters half the . 
| IV. | 
Letters with plain ſtems above or below the line 


twice the heighth or depth of the . 


= 


V. 
Capitals and looped letters about one ninth: 
higher than thoſe with plain ſtems. 
VI. 


The dots of the 7 and J one eighth lower than 
plain ſtemmed letters, 


VII. I 
The ſtrokes acroſs the F and : even with the 


head of the z. 
VIII. 


The diſtance between words the width of . 

References to the above rules are given in the 
following examples, each numbered according to 
its reſpective rule. 


In ſuch copies as have but two examples given, 


each example to be repeated in the ſucceeding line. 


As lines to the copies could not have been en- 
graved without a material difference in the expence 
of the work, the publiſlier has given examples in 
the manner the copies are to be ruled. 

The ſlant lines will be found extremely uſeful, 
as with their aſſiſtance the learner will be ac- 
cuſtomed from the commencement to form his 
letters with their juſt ſlope. 
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